
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will 
be provided to persons requiring assistance. If you have a special accommodation need, 
contact the Newton ADA Coordinator Trisha Guditz at 617-796-1156 or 
tguditz@newtonma.gov or via TDD/TTY at (617) 796-1089 at least two days in advance 
of the meeting. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

MONDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2011 
 
7:45pm Room 202 
 
Clerk’s Note:  Items # 64-11, #474-08, and #365-06 are to be voted No Action 
Necessary without discussion.  
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
#272-11 RICHARD & ANDREE WILSON requesting that His Honor the Mayor 

and the Board of Aldermen accept a Conservation Restriction on 
approximately 1.5 acres of their property at 15 Bracebridge Road; the 
proposed Restriction has been reviewed and approved by the Newton 
Conservation Commission and the Newton Conservators and will be held 
by the Newton Conservators.  [9/26/11 @2:04PM] 

 
#49-11 ALD. JOHNSON, Chair of Zoning and Planning Committee, on behalf of 

the Zoning and Planning Committee requesting that the Director of 
Planning & Development and Commissioner of Inspectional Services 
review with the Zoning & Planning Committee the FAR data collected 
during the eight months prior to the new FAR going into effect and the 12 
months after.  This committee review should occur no less than bi-
monthly but could occur as frequently as monthly, based on the permits 
coming into the departments. [02-15-2011 @8:44AM] 

 
#150-08 ALD. GENTILE proposing that Chapter 30 be amended to clarify that for 

a commercial vehicle to be parked legally at a residential property, it must 
be registered to the owner/occupant of that residential property. [4/15/08 
@ 2:17PM]. 

 
#162-11 ALD. YATES requesting a report from the Director of Planning and 

Development on the status of the update of the Open Space and 
Recreation Plan, particularly as it pertains to the Charles River Pathway.  
[05/12/11 @ 10:16AM] 
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#60-10 ALD. HESS-MAHAN proposing that sections 30-15(s)(10) and 30-24(b) 

of the City of Newton Ordinances be amended to substitute a 3-
dimensional computer model for the scaled massing model in order to 
facilitate compliance with recent amendments to the Open Meeting Law 
and that sections 30-23 and 30-24 be amended to reflect the filing 
procedures in Article X of the Rules & Orders of the Board of Aldermen. 
[02/23/10 @ 3:24 PM] 

 
#64-11  HIS HONOR THE MAYOR, in coordination with the Director of 

Planning and Development, requesting to amend Section 30-15, Table 4, 
Dimensional Controls for Rear Lot Development in Residential Zones as 
they pertain to floor area ratio. [02-22-11 @ 6:47PM]  

 
#474-08 ALD. HESS-MAHAN & VANCE proposing that Chapter 30 be amended 

to transfer from the Board of Aldermen to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
and/or the Planning & Development Board the special permit granting 
authority for special permit/site plan petitions not classified as Major 
Projects pursuant to Article X of the Board Rules. [12/09/08 @ 3:26 PM] 

 
#365-06 ALD. YATES requesting the establishment of an education program for 

realtors concerning properties in historic districts. 
 
ITEMS NOT YET SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
#81-11 ALDERMEN JOHNSON, CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, LAPPIN & 

DANBERG requesting the Director of Planning & Development and the 
Chair of the Zoning Reform Scoping Group provide updates on the 
Scoping Group’s Progress.  These updates will occur at the frequency 
determined by the Chair of the Scoping Group and the Chair of the Zoning 
and Planning Committee. [3/14/2011 @ 11:16PM] 

 
Public hearing to be assigned for November 28, 2011:  
#64-11(2) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR, in coordination with the Director of 

Planning and Development, requesting to amend Section 30-15(u) to 
exclude dwellings on rear lots created under the provisions of section 30-
15(r); to amend section 30-15(r) and Section 30-15 Table 4 to allow the 
FAR limits of Section 30-15, Table 4, to be waived by special permit; and 
to amend the footnotes of section 30-15 Table 4 to be consistent with the 
changes above. 

 
#153-11 ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON requesting 

that Chapter 30 be amended by adding a new Sec. 30-14 creating certain 
Retail Overlay Districts around selected village centers in order to 
encourage vibrant pedestrian-oriented streetscapes which would allow 
certain uses at street level, including but not limited to financial 
institutions, professional offices, and salons, by special permit only and 
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require minimum transparency standards for street-level windows for all 
commercial uses within the proposed overlay districts. [05-10-11 @3:19 
PM] 

 
#153-11(2) ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON requesting 

the map changes necessary to establish certain Retail Overlay Districts 
around selected village centers. [05-10-11@3:16 PM] 

 
#65-11(3) ZONING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting that the terms “flat 

roof” and “sloped roof” be defined in the zoning ordinance.  
  
#65-11(2) TERRENCE P. MORRIS & JOSEPH PORTER proposing amendments to 

the Zoning Ordinance to revise the definition of “height” in Section 30-1  
B) and to add a provision in Section 30- 15(m) to allow accessory 

structure height limits to be waived by special permit. [03-30-11 @ 
4:12PM] 

 (Public Hearing closed 4-25-2011; 90 day expiration July 22, 2011) 
 
#154-10(2) ZONING AND PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting to amend Section 

30-1 Definitions by inserting revised definitions for “lot line” and 
“structure” for clarity. [04-12-11 @11:34AM]   

 
#154-10 ALD. JOHNSON, CROSSLEY and HESS-MAHAN requesting to amend 

Section 30-1 Definitions, by inserting a new definition of “lot area” and 
revising the “setback line” definition for clarity.  [06/01/10 @ 9:25 PM] 

 
#150-09(3) ALD. ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, LINSKY proposing that a parcel of 

land located in Newtonville identified as Section 24, Block 9, Lot 15, 
containing approximately 74,536 square feet of land, known as the 
Austin Street Municipal Parking Lot, currently zoned Public Use, be 
rezoned to Business 4.  (12/10/10 @9:21AM)  

 
#153-10 ALD. JOHNSON, CROSSLEY AND HESS-MAHAN requesting to 

amend Section 30-15 Table 1 of the City of Newton Ordinances to allow 
a reasonable density for dwellings in Mixed Use 1 and 2 districts. 
[06/01/10 @ 9:25 PM] 

 
#183-10 ALD. JOHNSON, CROSSLEY AND HESS-MAHAN requesting to 

amend Section 30-13(a) Allowed Uses in Mixed Use 1 Districts by 
inserting a new subsection (5) as follows: “(5) Dwelling units above the 
first floor, provided that the first floor is used for an office or research and 
development use as described above;” and renumbering existing 
subsection (5) as (6). [06/07/10 @12:00 PM] 

 
#152-10 ALD. BAKER, FULLER, SCHNIPPER, SHAPIRO, FISCHMAN, 

YATES AND DANBERG recommending discussion of possible 
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amendments to Section 30-19 of the City of Newton Ordinances to clarify 
parking requirements applicable to colleges and universities. [06/01/10 @ 
4:19 PM] 

 
#411-09 ALD. DANBERG, MANSFIELD, PARKER requesting that §30-

19(d)(13) be amended by adopting the Board of License Commissioners’ 
current informal policies, which waive parking stall requirements for a set 
maximum number of seasonal outdoor seats in restaurants and require that 
indoor seats be temporarily reduced to compensate for any additional 
outdoor seats while they are in use, by establishing a by-right limit based 
on a proportion of existing indoor seats that will allow seasonal outdoor 
seats to be used without need for additional parking.  

 
#391-09 ALD. DANBERG, MANSFIELD, VANCE AND HESS-MAHAN 

requesting an amendment to §30-19 to allow payments-in-lieu of 
providing required off-street parking spaces when parking spaces are 
waived as part of a special permit application. 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#391-09(2) ALD. DANBERG, MANSFIELD, VANCE AND HESS-MAHAN 
requesting the establishment of a municipal parking mitigation fund whose 
proceeds, derived from payments-in-lieu of providing off-street parking 
spaces associated with special permits, will be used solely for expenses 
related to adding to the supply of municipal parking spaces, improving 
existing municipal parking spaces, or reducing the demand for parking 
spaces. 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY 10/12/11 
 
#207-09(2) ALD. PARKER, DANBERG & MANSFIELD, proposing that chapter 30 

be amended to allow additional seating in restaurants. [07/07/09 @ 12:42 
PM] 

 
#61-10 ALD. CICCONE, SWISTON, LINSKY, CROSSLEY AND HESS-

MAHAN requesting a discussion relative to various solutions for bringing 
existing accessory and other apartments that may not meet the legal 
provisions and requirements of Chapter 30 into compliance. [02/23/10 @ 
2:48 PM] 

 
#164-09(2) ALD. HESS-MAHAN requesting that the Planning Department study the 

dimensional requirements for lot and building size for accessory 
apartments and make recommendations for possible amendments to those 
dimensional requirements to the board of Aldermen that are consistent 
with the Newton Comprehensive Plan.  [01/07/10 @ 12:00 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
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#48-06 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, BURG, JOHNSON, DANBERG, PARKER & 

WEISBUCH proposing that the city provide financial incentives to rent 
accessory apartments to low- to moderate-income households at affordable 
rates that can serve housing affordability goals. 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY ON 3/8/10 
 
 

 Respectfully Submitted,  
       
     Marcia Johnson, Chairman 
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Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future  

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

M E M O R A N D U M  

 

DATE:    November 10, 2011 

TO:      Alderman Marcia T. Johnson, Chairman, and 

    Members of the Zoning and Planning Committee 

 

FROM:    Candace Havens, Director, Planning and Development 

    Brian Lever, Senior Preservation Planner 

MEETING DATE:  November 14, 2011 

SUBJECT:    Education Resources Available on Historic Preservation in Newton 

 

The City of Newton has a number of historic preservation related resources available to 

property owners, realtors and potential buyers of historic properties in Newton as well as their 

architects and contractors.  These resources are designed to provide information that can assist 

potential buyers in deciding whether or not to purchase a historic property and what 

responsibilities are required of historic property owners in Newton.  In addition, available 

resources provide information on the application and review processes for owners who wish to 

undertake a construction project.  The vast majority of these resources are available online on 

the City’s website; however, we encourage everyone to discuss their purchase of a historic 

property or potential project with preservation staff well in advance of purchase or project 

implementation whenever possible.  

Four of the most often requested resources are as follows: 

 

The City of Newton Historic Preservation page: 

http://www.newtonma.gov/Planning/cityplhc.html#nhpp 

This is the main online resource for preservation projects in the City of Newton with 

information on historic districts, demolition review, City landmarks, and the Commissions that 

oversee changes to these properties and places.  Each Commission has its own page with 

Setti D. Warren 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov 
 

Candace Havens 
Director



 

specific information on its operation.  This page is listed under “Committees” from the City’s 

homepage and the Planning and Development Department’s homepage under Programs and 

Services. 

The City of Newton “Forms” page: 

http://www.newtonma.gov/FormListing.htm 

This page, linked from the City’s homepage, provides application forms for a variety of City 

processes, including applications for projects in historic districts and demolition review. 

The Newton GIS Browser:  

http://assessing.newtonma.gov/gisapps/browser.html 

This online mapping program provides zoning, conservation, and historic preservation 

information on properties located throughout the City to assist current and potential buyers 

with information about their properties including specific designations such as location in a 

historic district.  This page is linked to from the Historic Preservation page and through the 

City’s homepage via the Resources and City Maps for Download links. 

Newton City Ordinances:  

http://www.ci.newton.ma.us/Legal/Ordinance/Chapter‐22.pdf 

Chapter 22 contains the legal basis and specific ordinance language for all of the City’s 

preservation ordinances and is often consulted by attorneys and realtors reviewing potential 

property purchases as well as some homeowners.  It is available through the Quick Links drop 

down menu. 

 

In addition to online resources, the Planning and Development Department has recently 

created a brochure on preservation in the City of Newton that is tailored toward information 

useful to property owners on City regulations.  Hardcopies of application forms are available at 

the Inspectional Services counter.  Commission minutes and agendas are stored at the City 

Clerk’s Office and Planning Department as well as available on‐line.  In the past, the 

preservation staff has provided education programs on the City’s preservation efforts.  While 

beneficial, these programs usually reach only a small audience and rely upon people to pass on 

information correctly to others.  Creating on‐line and print resources on the City’s preservation 

efforts assures that information is accurately conveyed and available for everyone. 
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